Whales, Dolphins and Porpoises on the Yorkshire Coast?
Please let us know!

Many people do not realise just how many cetaceans (the scientific term for whales, dolphins and porpoises) can be seen around our coast. There are actually recorded sightings of at least 26 species in UK waters and 6 or more of these may be seen off the East Riding coast. Harbour Porpoises in particular can be seen in some numbers, often around headlands such as Spurn, Flamborough Head or Filey Brigg, but also at other locations along the coast and throughout the Humber Estuary.

Members of the public are being encouraged by local researchers to contribute to sightings data by becoming regular or casual watchers as they walk or sail the coast.
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Please report sightings to www.dolphinspotter.co.uk
Include What, Where and When, in as much detail as possible. 
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Wind, sea and cloud conditions are useful but not essential extras.
Harbour Porpoise c. 1.5 – 2m
No beak, small triangular fin. Usually seen in groups of 2-5, swimming in a slow rolling motion. Rarely bow-rides or approaches boats. Common inshore.
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White-beaked Dolphin c. 2.5-3m

Very short white or grey beak, proportionately large, curved dorsal fin and grey/white streaks along the the flanks and back. Usually seen in groups. Very active. Leaps and bow rides. The most common dolphin in the North Sea.
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Bottlenose Dolphin c. 2.5-4m

Short but distinct beak, curved dorsal fin and dark grey upper body. Usually seen in groups. Often leaps and bow rides. Nearest resident population is in the Moray Firth but they are known to travel and are occasionally seen locally.
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Minke Whale c. 7-10m

Distinctive pointed head and white band on flippers. Sickle shaped fin along the back. Usually solitary or 2-3. Rarely leaps but may lunge. Most likely baleen whale to be seen but the much larger Fin Whale is also possible (17-27m).
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Longfinned Pilot Whale c.5-6m
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Large but low dorsal fin, long slender flippers and bulbous head. Slow swimming and usually seen in groups. Rarely bow rides but may approach boats. Occasionally seen offshore

Orca (Killer Whale) c 6-8m

Adult males have a very distinctive, tall fin. Females and younger males have a smaller curved fin as shown.
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www.seawatchfoundation.org.uk      Report local sightings to:     www.dolphinspotter.co.uk 

Local co-ordinator: Robin Petch, 68 Plantation Drive, North Ferriby, E. Yorkshire, HU14 3BB

01482 634028 or 07768 592306                 robin@dolphinspotter.co.uk
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